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A Message from the MBDA President

Good afternoon?

On behalf of the Minnesota Band Directors Association, it is my pleasure (o
welcome you to today's performance of the second annual Middle Level Honor
Band. The sixth through ninth grade students participating in this fine band
represent 69 schools, and were selected by audition from more than 550 studenis
across the state.

Students have had a busy day and a half -- rehearsing under the guidance of
Professor Craig Kirchhoff, working through difficult passages with their section
coaches, experiencing three pieces [hmugt the eves of their composers, and
making new friends.

Please join me in extending a special thank you to the many people who have
had an important part in this Honor Band experience --parents and family
members, school directors and private teachers, MBDA auditioners and seclion
coaches, the staft at Wayzata Central Middle School, the MMEA office staff,
Mr. Doug Schmill of Schmitt Music Centers for donating the printed music, and
Mr. Dan Massoth for coordinating this event.

I hope you enjoy the concert this afternoon, and that you will have many more
opportunities o applaud the successes of your student musicians!

Wendy Barden, President
Minnesota Band Directors Association

About the Conductor

Craig Kirchhoff is Professor of Conduecting and Director of University Bands al
the University of Minnesota where he conducts the Symphonic Wind Ensemble,
Professor KirchholfT coordinates the graduate program in Wind Ensemble/Band
Conducting and guides all aspects of the University of Minnesota Band
Program. Born and educated in Wisconsin, he brings to his position a wide
knowledge of both traditional and contemporary literature. He has won critical
acclaim from composers Henry Brant, Michael Colgrass, Warren Benson, Karel
Husa, George Perle, Vincent Persichetti, Verne Reynolds, Gunther Schuller,
Joseph Schwaniner, Ellioit Schwartz and others,

Prior 1o his appointment to the faculty of the University of Minnesoia, Professor
Kirchhof served in a similar ualt_fi)auily as Director of Bands at The Ohio State
University for fourieen years. He was the recipient of The Ohio State University
Alumni Distinguished Teaching Award and The Ohio State University School of
Music Distinguished Teaching Award. Professor Kirchhoff is past president of
the College Band Directors National Band Association and is a member of the
World Association of Symphonic Bands and Ensembles. the Music Educators
National Conference, and 15 the founding editor and principal advisor of the
College Band Directors National Association Journal.

Professor Kirchhoff has appeared as guest conductor, climician, and lecturer
throughout the United States, Canada, Europe, and Japan. He is a frequent guesl
conducior of the Tokyo Kosei Wind Orchestra and has recorded with them on
the Kosei Publishing Company label.
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